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wells had been dug in Government lands of small arwJEor the evident purpose of watering adjacent alienated land, an^ite'' water cess (pidvct) of E.S. 2 per acre of such irrigated alienated land was to be levied. Temporary sanction to the collection of the proposed rates was given, and the final settlement postponed till 1868. In the final orders issued by Government the remonstrances of the Revenue Commissioner against the abandonment of the true principle of grouping for maximum rates were set aside in some cases, and lower rates given to certain villages which had been assessed previously at low rates on account of the caste of their cultivators, and entries ordered to be made in the Survey Eecords which would ensure such villages being placed . in their proper classes on the revision of the Settlement after the thirty years for which it was guaranteed.
The precarious position of tenants of permanent occupancy in Narvadari villages was also brought to the notice of Government by the Revenue Commissioner. In consequence of the Survey Act (Bombay, I. of 3865) making no provision for the preservation of the rights of tenants who, although their names were not recorded as those of the persons responsible to Government for the payment of the revenue, were in reality entitled to hold their lands at fixed rents not liable to be raised by the Narvadars, such tenants could not be recognized as Survey occupants, and thus lost valuable heritable and transferable rights. This most important question was set aside by a remark that the observations-of the Revenue Commissioner were not understood. The changes in the grouping of villages directed by Government have rendered valueless the returns prepared by the Superintendent of the effect of the new rates of assessment in the several villages and groups. The general result was a raising of the total assessment by about 10 per cent., which, considering the great advantages possessed by the subdivision, was certainly moderate.
Borsad, the last remaining subdivision in the Collectorate, was revised in 1868. Its position, the fertility of its soil, and the superiority of its agriculture place it almost on a par with Nadiad, The railway is easily accessible from it, and the station of Vasad is close to its north-eastern corner; but it has the disadvantage of being very much intermixed with the Gaikvar's territories of